
Communication & Interaction 

 

High Park is a specialist school for children & young people aged 3 to 19 years. The pupils have severe and complex needs arising 

from communication and interaction difficulties, autism and severe learning difficulties. The school supports children from the whole 

of the Bradford district and is located in Bradford 9, in the west of the city. 

 

The school also runs a Designated Specialist Provision (Learn & Play) for Early Years pupils to support their continued placement in 

mainstream settings. Admissions to the school and Learn & Play are via the Local Authority SEND or SEND Early Years departments. 

 

Specialist Provision 

 

We have a high staff to pupil ratio which supports the pupils’ complex needs. The staff have access to training through extensive 

continuous professional development including the priority areas of communication, autism and Intensive Interaction. We ensure 

pupils’ individual needs are met through an integrated approach to 

education and therapy provided by a multi-professional team. The team 

is made up of teachers, support staff and a Therapeutic Approaches 

Team which includes a Speech & Language  

Therapist, 2 Occupational Therapists, 2 Aroma Therapists, and a Creative 

Practitioner. We also work closely with the School Nurse, CAMHS and the 

Paediatricians and purchase additional Educational Psychology support 

from the Local Authority. The Therapeutic Approaches Team work 

alongside classroom staff to provide advice, support and modelling of 

effective practice as well as  

planning personalised interventions for individual pupils as part of the Additional Curriculum. Interventions include rebound, sensory 

programmes, aroma therapy massage, access to personalised ICT, creative activities incorporating drama, music and dance, use 

of individual designated space and personalised physical activities. 

 

 



All staff are Team Teach trained which ensures that the use of positive behaviour support is central to our practice. This is vital for  

our pupils who experience difficulties in communicating and managing their emotions and use behaviour as a way to express  

themselves. The school holds the Gold Standard for Team Teach. 

 

 

Specialist Environment 

 

We provide a safe, secure, low arousal environment with carefully designed 

classrooms, calm rooms, food technology rooms and outdoor learning areas. 

There are rebound, multi-sensory and aromatherapy rooms in both the 

primary and secondary parts of school. 

 

Additional spaces include an occupational therapy swing room, a large 

studio/hall and a large outdoor multi use area with a  

cycling/running track. Every classroom has an outdoor learning area with 

equipment fitted to support learning across the  

curriculum as well as physical development. 

 

 

Curriculum 

We provide a thematic curriculum which is meaningful and motivating and facilitates deep and active learning. Pupils are 

supported to learn transferrable real life skills which will equip them for life beyond the school. We use the SCERTS Model to inform 

planning and assessment. SCERTS focuses on social communication, emotional regulation and transactional support and promotes 

learning in the areas which our pupils find most difficult. There are 3 strands to the curriculum which enable a personalised and 

differentiated approach to meet the needs of all pupils. 



Additional Curriculum - This curriculum addresses the holistic needs of each pupil to ensure their readiness for learning including 

their emotional and physical well-being. Pupils are taught to regulate their emotions and manage their sensory processing needs 

which can be significant barriers to their learning. The curriculum includes advice from a range of therapists and professionals. 

Developmental Curriculum - This is an age appropriate curriculum which enables all pupils 

to make recognisable small steps of progress to develop their early learning skills in 

preparation for accessing the formal curriculum. It is a skills based curriculum which focusses 

on developing social communication, social interaction, functional literacy, functional 

numeracy, knowledge & understanding of the world, physical development, independence, 

self-help and personal care skills. The development of problem solving, flexibility, creative and 

critical thinking and resilience are embedded in this curriculum. 

Formal Curriculum – This is an age appropriate curriculum and includes the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Framework, the National Curriculum in Key Stages 1-4 and an accreditation 

related curriculum in Key Stage 5. 

The majority of pupils at High Park require a combination of the Additional and 

Developmental Curriculum but there are a small minority of pupils who are able to access 

some elements of the Formal Curriculum. 

 

Assessment 

Pupils are assessed using the P Scales. Daily on going assessment by all staff ensures that planning and teaching is well matched to 

the pupils’ individual learning needs. Evidence of pupils’ achievements is shared with parents every half term and progress is 

discussed at each of the 3 parents’ evenings and also at the Education, Health & Care Plan review meeting. 

 

 



Engagement with Parents and Carers 

Parents and carers are fully involved in the education of their 

children. An initial home visit is undertaken before pupils start at 

the school and then regular communication is maintained via 

home/school diaries, phone calls, coffee mornings, parent 

support group and training, parents’ evenings and review 

meetings. As part of the above, parents and carers have the 

opportunity to discuss their child’s learning and progress with 

the multi professional team working at the school. 


