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Learning for Lif

Charging for School Activities

The following information is an extract from ‘The Guide to the Law for School
Governors’ that identifies the circumstances in which schools are required to
approve a statement of general policy on charging:

Education provided during school hours must be free. This includes materials and
equipment, and transport provided in school hours by the Local Authority (LA) or by
the school to carry pupils between the school and an activity. “School hours” are
those when the school is actually in session and do not include the break in the
middle of the school day. (Guide to the Law Section 23 Point 1 08.)

There is an exception to the rule about not charging for activities in school hours. The
Education and Inspections Act 2006 infroduced a regulation-making power which
allowed the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) to specify
circumstances where charges can be made for music tuition. (Guide to the Law
Section 23 Point 10 08.)

Although schools cannot charge for school-time activities, they may still invite
parents and others to make voluntary confributions (in cash or in kind) to make
school funds go further. All requests to parents for voluntary contributions must make
it quite clear that the contributions would be voluntary. Governing bodies should
also make it clear that children of parents who do not contribute will not be freated
any differently. If a particular activity cannot take place without some help from
parents this should be explained to them at the planning stage. (Guide to the Law
Section 23 Point 14 08.)

The school may not charge for anything unless it has drawn up a statement of
general policy on charging. (Guide to the Law Section 23 Point 16 08.)

The schools do not charge for activities in school hours and so holds no Policy for
Charging but does ask for voluntary contributions within the confines of the legal
guidelines for those voluntary contributions.

Please read alongside our ICAT Charging Policy
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